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14 February 2023 

Dear Parents and Friends of  Manukau Christian School, 
 

Welcome to another year of  learning. While we were looking forward to a 
smooth start to the year with the COVID pandemic and its accompanying 
lockdowns and disruptions being a distant memory, God had other plans, 
and we began the year with instructions that we couldn’t open! It goes to 
show, you never know what’s around the corner.  
 
Truthfulness 
Jesus said ‘the student is not above the teacher, but everyone who is fully 
trained will be like their teacher.’ (Luke 6:40) It matters then who  
children’s teachers are. Education is not some neutral sphere where we are 
engaged in data upload and download from one computer-like brain to 
another. Education is the formation of  a whole person. A word for this is 
discipleship. It is shaping a child into the man or woman they will become. 
So we can think of  the school system as a 13-year discipleship course.  
 

This means that education is inherently religious. It 
answers core life questions. Who am I? What is my 
main life purpose? What is truth? How should I 
live? These are all the questions that any education 
system and school answers – either explicitly or 
implicitly. Education is choosing the God whom 
your children will serve. Of  course, this is 
recognised in a setting like Manukau Christian 
School. Clearly a Christian school is attempting to 
disciple children to be followers of  Jesus Christ.  
What is not often understood is that public 

schools, like all other schools are religious in nature. All schools have an 
ideal person or adult that they are aiming to produce. The question is 
never whether a child will be raised up to follow a particular religion. It’s 
only a matter of  which faith they will be discipled in.  
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At Manukau Christian School, our goals are clear. We want to see every child 
who is educated in our school become a disciple of  Christ. It is our goal that 
they will bow their knee to Christ as King, and live their lives for His glory and 
honour. What this looks like is spelled out throughout God’s Word, the Bible.  
 
One of  the key objectives of  the follower of  Christ is to embrace truth. Christ 
Himself  said, I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. To understand the world as it truly is requires us to know and 
embrace the one who is the truth. To know the work as it truly is, we must 
embrace the lordship of  Christ in absolutely everything. 
 

This is why we don’t just teach Bible as a subject. 
God’s Word is the foundation for our understanding 
of  all of  life. It is in Jesus Christ that all the treasures 
of  wisdom and knowledge are to be found 
(Colossians 2:3), and it is the fear of  the Lord that is 
the beginning of  wisdom (Proverbs 9:10). As we 
understand who God is, who we are, and Christ’s 
Kingship over all things, we pursue the truth about 
God’s world as He reveals it to us in his Word. The 
Bible helps us understand history, science, 
economics, politics, sexuality – in fact everything.  

 
But education is not simply understanding truth, it is living out truth. Our aim 
is to walk in truth. We  will not live by lies. If  Christ is 
our ultimate teacher, then we should seek to become 
more like Him. That is why our discipleship objective 
as a school this year is truth. In the letter of  Ephesians, 
Paul says that disciples of  Jesus are to put away 
falsehood and speak the truth with our neighbours. In 
the school and home environment, this will mean we will own up to our 
mistakes and sins. When we do something wrong, we will confess our sins and 
seek forgiveness. We will not hide what we have done through deceit. This 
requires courage. For our older students living in truth will require even more 
courage. There are many lies told in our society today. Some of  the most 
egregious are about sex and sexuality. Walking in truth requires us to not 
partake in these lies, even when this will result in howls of  outrage from cancel 
culture. But disciples of  Christ will walk in truth. 
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We have received our 2022 Cambridge results and are once again very pleased 
with the performance of  our students.  
 
Cambridge Primary Checkpoints 
Cambridge Primary Checkpoints occur at the end of  year 6. There are external 
examinations in English, Mathematics and Science. Students are graded on a 
scale of  0.0 through to 6.0, where 6.0 represents the top possible grade. Grades 
from 4.0-5.0 are described as very good and grades from 5.0 to 6.0 are described 
as excellent. In 2022 our average grades were 4.9 for English and science and 5.0 
for mathematics. 
 
Four of  our students achieved 6.0 in every subject: Harrison Willis, Japleen 
Hara, Joshua Chand and Shiyue Zheng—pictured below, left to right.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following students achieved one or more 6.0 scores: Isaac Li, Jabez Poon 
and Anania Wilson—pictured below, left to right.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IGCSE Top Achievements 
Our IGCSE examinations are mainly sat in Year 11, although our Year 10 
students have a taste of  IGCSE when they sit IGCSE Economics in November.   
The top possible grade in IGCSE is an A*, then the 
next best grade is an A. Over half  of  our results 
were an A or an A* in 2022, and close to 80% of  all 
results were B or above. No students failed.  
 

Congratulations to our Year 10 students who scored 
A*s: Opal Ahuja and Serena Wang—pictured right.  

Excellent Academic Results 
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IGCSE Top Achievements continued 

We also had a large number of  Year 10 students score A’s: Ruby Carter, Armann 
Garcha, Eva Jones, Oswald Kuik, Rohan Prasad, Sahil Sandhu and Samardeep 
Singh—pictured below, left to right. 

In Year 11, Thomas Fryer achieved A*s in all five subjects: English, Mathematics, 
Coordinated Science, Geography and History, followed closely by Vinayak 
Sharma, who achieved four A*s and an A. Congratulations to Thomas Fryer, and 
Vinayak Sharma for this achievement. Jessica Goodwin received A* in three 
subjects and As in the other two—well done.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matthew Shallard (pictured above, far right) also achieved excellent results. He 
took six subjects and received five A*s and one A. In addition to this, he received 
the top IGCSE result in New Zealand for Mathematics and a high 
achievement award in Economics. The high achievement award is given to 
students who achieve the highest marks in the country in subjects that are not so 
widely taken. Congratulations Matthew!! 
 

A Level Achievements 
A level examinations consist of  AS level courses 
and A2 courses which  require an additional year 
of  study in a particular subject. They are far 
more difficult than IGCSE. Nevertheless, we 
were extremely pleased to see that two of  our 
Year 12 students achieved A’s across every 
subject. Well done Riana Brown and Ming Chen.  
These results are a credit to the hard work of  our students and teachers over 
many years. Congratulations to all.  

Excellent Academic Results continued 
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Important House-keeping Matters 

1.     Carpark protocol for afternoon pickup  

• Parents with students in Year 1, Year 2 and Year 3 (who also have older 
siblings) are welcome to park in our car park at the end of  the day.  Each 
family has been given a token that will need to be displayed in order to en-
ter our car park.  Parents without the token cannot drive into the car park 
between 2.45pm and 3.10pm.  Because the car park is such a busy place 
and can be hazardous, please help us keep your children safe.   

 
• There is plenty of  parking available on Rogers Road, Christmas Road or 

Beaumonts Way.  Please park your car on the street, then walk to school 
and collect your child or children and walk back to your car. 

 
• Please also remember that students in Years 1 to 4 must never be        

allowed to walk through the car park by themselves.  They must be 
supervised by a parent.   

 
2.    Opening Hours 
• The administration office opens at 8:15am and closes at 3:15pm.  
 
• Doors to classrooms in the primary school open at 8.30am.  Supervision 

of  primary children begins at 8.15am.  Please collect your child by 3.15pm.   
 
3.    Handbook for Families 
• All families will have received an updated copy.   Please read through this 

book with your child/ren and return the slip to your eldest child’s teacher.    
 
4.    Late Students 
• Please sign your child in at the office if  they are late to ensure that they are 

not marked as absent.  
 
5.    Contacting your child’s teacher 
• Please email the office (admin@manukauchristian.school.nz) if  you have a 

message for your child’s teacher, or write a note in their homework book.   
 
6.    Dress Code 
• Please ensure that you are familiar with the dress code of  the school.  This 

includes acceptable clothing, hairstyles, and the wearing of  jewellery.   



Page 6   
 

Term 1,  Week 3,  2023  

Dates to Remember  

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

13 

PAT testing 

14 

PAT testing 

15 

PAT testing 

16 

PAT testing 

17 

PAT testing 

20 

 

21 

 

22 

 

 

23 

Meet the Teacher 
6.30 to 7.30pm 

24  

Water sports 2.00 pm 
Years 1 to 8 

27 

 

28 

Gymsport Y1 and Y2 

1 MARCH 

Trustboard Meeting 

2 

 

3 

 

6 

 

7 

Gymsport Y1 and Y2 

8 

 

9 

 

10 

 

13 

 

14 

Gymsport Y1 and Y2 

Eye on Nature Y6 

15 16 

Photolife 9.00am 

17 

Duders Practice 
Tramp Yr9 

20 

 

21 

Gymsport Y1 and Y2 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

Letterland Day Y1 

Clevedon Yr 9 

27 

 

28 

 

29 

 

 

30 

Parent Teacher 
Interviews 
 

Classes finish 12.30pm 

31 

 

3 APRIL 

 

4 5 

 

 

6 

Whole School  
Assembly 9.00am 
 
School closes 12.30pm 

7 

Good Friday  

 

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 

Around the School 
Yummy Stickers 
Thank you for collecting stickers last year.  We have  received equipment for our 
primary school that includes bats, balls and sports cones.  Please continue to col-
lect these stickers for the school. 
 
Clothing Bin 
There is a clothing bin at the southern end of  the school for used items of  
clothing and bric-a-brac.   
 
Lost Property 
All items that are found are placed in the blue lost property bin in the junior foy-
er area.  Unclaimed items are disposed of  at the end of  each term.  Please re-
member to name your child’s clothing, especially hats.  Thank you.  
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Meet the Teacher Evening 23rd February 2023 
Please come along to the Meet the Teacher evening on 

Thursday 23rd February from 6.30pm to 7.30pm.  

Meet in the church at 6.30pm for a 10 minute welcome 

from your new principal, and at 6.45pm you will have 

the opportunity to visit your child’s classroom.  There 

will be two identical sessions from each teacher—one at 6.45pm and one at 

7.10pm.  Each 20 minute presentation will be an opportunity for teachers to 

convey their expectations for your child and the role that parents play in equip-

ping their child for success. Building relationships early and understanding class-

room routines will help your child and ensure that we can work together with 

you for the benefit of  your child.  

Attendance 
Please notify the office if  your child is going to be absent.  You may use the 
Skool Loop App, or email absences@manukauchristian.school.nz.    If  your 
child is not here, we will phone you to find out where they are.  Please be mind-
ful that your child is not continually late or continually being collected early in 
the afternoons.   
 

Regular attendance is vital for your child to succeed.  Ministry of  Education 
standards regard regular attendance to be 90% of  the time. That means no 
more than one day off  every two weeks.  Students in high school are also ex-
pected to have regular attendance before they will be permitted to sit exams.  
Low attendance = poor performance.   
 

Lengthy holidays in term time may be wonderful opportunities to visit family 
overseas or have a break, but the legal responsibility of  parents is that children 
are required to be at school. 

Keeping in touch  
We use the Skool Loop App to send through instant notifica-
tions.  Please download this app and make sure that you select 
the correct year level for your child.  If  you downloaded the app 
last year,  you may wish to change the year level you subscribe to.  
 

Please request to join the MCS School Community Facebook page where we 
post photos and notifications. You will be asked a few questions on joining. 
Please also notify us of  any change of  email address—this is vital to ensure 
you receive school correspondence.   Thank you.  
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Welcoming Assembly  

Term 1 started with a whole school assembly, welcoming back students, teachers 
and their families. Student achievement from recent Cambridge exams was also 
recognized.   
 
We are pleased to announce our House 
Leaders for 2023.  Their responsibilities 
include mentoring and serving the 
school community. 
 
Wilberforce:  Jessica Goodwin 
Tarore:  Vinayak Sharma 

Calvin:  Thomas Fryer 
Te Wiremu:  Matthew Shallard  
 Students leaders and Mr K.  

A number of  high achievers being recognised at Assembly  
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Our First Day Back—students in action 
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Safe speed limit being implemented around schools 

A 30km/h speed limit is being implemented on roads around schools from     
26 January 2023  The purpose of  a safe speed limit is to improve children’s safe-
ty and reduce the chances of  a person being killed or seriously injured.  

Stage One Rail Network Rebuild 16 Jan to 19 Mar 

Stage 1 of  the Rail Network Rebuild will be done one section at a time over 
the next three years. Stage One is from 16 January – 19 March 2023: 
• The Onehunga Line will be closed 
• Trains will not run on the Southern Line between Ōtāhuhu and Newmarket 
• Southern Line trains will continue to run between Papakura and Britomart 

using the Eastern Line (via Panmure), stopping at all Eastern Line stations 
between Ōtāhuhu and Britomart 

• Six stations will be closed: Onehunga, Te Papapa, Penrose, Ellerslie, Green-
lane and Remuera. 

• Manurewa will continue to be served by Southern Line trains. 
• Please refer to the AT website for detailed information on services and buses 

from Remuera, Greenlane, Ellerslie and Penrose to Manurewa.  

Parents in Prayer for the School (PIPS) 

Our staff  and students appreciate that you keep us in your prayers.  We would 
like to re-start the prayer group (PIPS) with the aim of  meeting briefly on a 
regular basis one morning a week, with a focus on 
the students and staff  of  MCS, the community and 
its needs.   We welcome all parents, and encourage 
parents who are new to the school to join.  If  you 
are interested, please email Maria Shallard on 
a.m@outlook.co.nz    
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Community Notices 

We are very excited to announce the NZ Symphony Orchestra NZSO are returning to 
Auckland for Open Doors on Saturday 5 August at the Auckland Town Hall. Our musicians 
are going to be running several fantastic events – there will be something for everyone! 
 
Tamariki Time – 10:00-10:45 (Chamber Concert Room) 
Tamariki Time is a free concert designed for the smallest members of your whānau. Suita-
ble for pre-schoolers or students up to the age of 8 years. This 45-minute concert features 
various short, dance/film-related pieces and instrument demos that your kids will love!   
 
Relaxed Concert – 11:30 – 12:15 (Chamber Concert Room) 
Our Relaxed Concert is a free accessibility concert designed for audiences with sensory 
needs who may feel uncomfortable in a traditional concert environment. 
The 45-minute concert features a wide variety of short pieces and instrument demos that 
will grow your knowledge of the orchestra! We will also perform one of our popular Sto-
rytime books live! 
 
Instrument Jams 1:30 – 2:30 (Chamber Concert Room and Supper Room) 
*stomp stomp clap, stomp stomp clap* …. “ARGH, me hearties!”  - Can you guess what event 
had these motives from last year? These sessions are a super fun and informal opportunity 
to play through several easy or intermediate pieces with some of our NZSO musicians!  
 
NZSO Foundation Masterclasses – 3:00 – 4:45 (Chamber Concert Room and Supper Room) 
The NZSO Foundation masterclasses connect high school and university musicians with 
our visiting international soloists and musicians of the NZSO, allowing up-and-coming mu-
sicians to learn from leading performers. Masterclasses are open to the public, so come and 
join us to watch the next generation of performers. 
 
All the events require attendees to sign up and these links will be sent nearer the time. For 
the moment, save the date in your calendars and share this email with your friends, family 
and anyone who may be interested in our events. We are looking forward to being with 
you all again!  



Term 1,  Week 3,  2023  
 

Page 12    

 Give thanks for 

• Fantastic Cambridge results 
• Being able to start earlier than anticipated despite the floods 
• Good numbers and strong demand for the education MCS has to offer 

 

 

 Please pray for 

• New students and teachers to fit into the MCS community 

• Our community as we try to live truthfully (our school discipleship 

goal this year) 

• School community members who have been affected by the recent 

flooding 

• A year that is uninterrupted by tumultuous events!  
 

Scripture 

“Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you  
speak the truth with his neighbour, for we are members one of another.” 

 

Ephesians 4:25 

77 Rogers Road  • P O Box 75-623 • Manurewa • Ph 269-1050     

admin@manukauchristian.school.nz  •  manukauchristian.school.nz 

Join our MCS School Community Facebook Group 

Download the SkoolLoop App 

 
 

MATTERS FOR PRAYER 

TERM DATES 2023 

Term 1 31 Jan to 6 Apr 
 

Term 2 26 Apr to 30 Jun 
 

Term 3 17 July to 22 Sep  
   

Term 4 9 Oct to 8 Dec  
  4 Oct to 24 Nov (Year 11 to 13) 
  4 Oct to 5 Dec   (Year 9 to 10) 


